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2016  AUSTRALIAN  SCHOOLBOYS  BASEBALL  USA  TOUR
Game #:
10 

vs

Southwestern Oregon Community College 
Date:

September 26, 2016

Venue:
 Coos Bay, Oregon
Result: 
Australia 6 tied Southwestern Oregon CC 6
	
	Inn / Team
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	R
	H
	E

	V
	Australia
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	4
	0
	
	
	6
	8
	1

	H
	Southwestern Oregon
	2
	0
	2
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	
	
	6
	7
	2


	Bat
	Australia
	Pos
	At
Plate
	Hits
	Walks 
	RBIs
	Sacs
	Stolen

Bases
	Runs

Scored

	1
	S. Fullerton

S. Kimmorley
	SS
	2

3
	0

1
	0

0
	0

1
	0

0
	0

0
	0

1

	2
	S. Kelleher

J. Young
	3B
	2

2
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0

	3
	B. Tsui
	2B
	4
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0

	4
	J. McArdle

C. Goodman
	C

DH
	2

2
	0

0
	0

1
	0

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

2

	5
	A. Hall
	LF

C
	4
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	6
	J. Bedggood
	CF
	4
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	7
	M. Martinson
	RF
	4
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0

	8
	J. Taylor
	1B
	4
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	9
	C. Laverty
	DH

2B
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	
	D. Fritsch

D. Johannsen
	LF
	2

2
	0

0
	1

0
	0

0
	0

0
	0

1
	1
0


Pitchers

	Australia 
	Innings Pitched
	Ks
	Hits
	Walks
	Runs
	Earned Runs

	L. Turner
	4
	2
	3
	3
	4
	4

	O. Howitt
	5
	6
	4
	1
	2
	1


A long three hour drive to today’s game although the scenery was awesome in places. It was way cooler at the coast (19 degrees) compared with the steamy 28 degrees back in our base of Corvallis. 

Luke Turner was our starting pitcher and two early walks followed by a double saw them score twice in the first innings. Their pitching was on top of our hitters early and our only hit in the first three innings was a Hall double over the right fielder’s head. Hall also made a great defensive play from left field in the second innings throwing out a runner at second.

They scored another two runs in the 3rd when a lead off walk was followed by a perfectly executed bunt, and both those runners scored on another base hit, and we were 4 - 0 down on the scoreboard.

We threatened in the 5th after singles to Bedggood and Martinson saw us with runners on first and second with one out but we weren’t able to get them in. Howitt relieved Turner for the start of their 5th.

From two out and none on in the 6th, they added a further run when a base hit and walk was followed by a ground ball which Laverty had covered at second and it literally bounced over his head and a run came home on the play.
Then in the 7th we finally got on the board after Goodman and Bedgood both walked, and successive hard hit singles to Martinson and Taylor saw two runs cross the plate making it a 5 - 2 ball game and we now had a bit of a sniff.
Howitt was throwing well and in the 8th the game really came alive. Fritsch led off with a walk and Kimmorley singled. Young’s deep foul fly to right field advanced them and Tsui’s line drive to centre field scored them both but he was thrown out at second trying to stretch it into a double. The score was now 5 - 4. With two out, Goodman’s fly ball at centre field was dropped, Hall singled and Bedggood’s hard hit ball to second was errored and both runners were able to scamper home and we now had the lead for the first time in the game at 6 - 5. There had been some great hitting under pressure and conversely their defence, which had been immaculate all game, had caved in under pressure.

Around about this time, the sun disappeared and the clouds rolled in super quickly and the temperature seemed to drop about five degrees and it became very cold in no time at all.

We didn’t score in the 9th and were now three outs away from a great comeback victory. Their lead off hitter got on through a dropped third strike and then two consecutive hit runs plays saw ground balls get through the infield and they’d tied the game up and now had the winning run at third base. But a great double play ended the innings with the score at 6 - 6. Both teams agreed not to play extras because we have plenty more games coming up and obviously will need a lot more pitching also. Additionally, it was a long trip back home which would see us driving across country through the Oregon forests along unfamiliar roads in foggy dark conditions. Throw in lots of possible wildlife crossing and we decided to err on the side of caution.
Howitt had really kept us in the game and it had been a great effort to come back from 5 - 0 going into the 7th which really showed the character of this team. It had been a very long day as there’d been an early wake up and departure, then a long drive to play the game, conditions very unfamiliar to our kids and they’d shown great resilience to deal with it all and come out and get the result they did. But as we keep telling them, if you want to play over here you’ve got to get used to travel, play, travel, play, etc. so days like this are just part of their ongoing baseball education.
Tomorrow is our last game in Oregon and sees up against Lane Community College in Eugene.

